Brief Record Note of the 9th meeting of National Transport Development Policy Committee (NTDPC) held on 26.03.2011 at Rail Bhawan, New Delhi.
The list of participants is annexed (Annex 1).
The Chairman, National Transport Development Policy Committee (NTDPC) welcomed the Committee members and briefed them on the agenda for the meeting.
1. Presentation by NCAER

Dr. Rajesh Chadha, NCAER made a presentation on the outline of the proposed NCAER study on ‘Fiscal Issues and Allocative Efficiency’(Annex 2). The presentation included a discussion on the Terms of Reference of the NCAER study and the methodology to be followed by NCAER to produce the desired results. The following observations were made by the Members of the Committee:

(a) The Chairman clarified that the study commissioned to NCAER would serve two major purposes- i) Comprehensive documentation of all taxes and user charges related to transport in the country, ii) Provide the committee a directional sense on what would be the effect of any kind of taxation changes on the transportation scenario in India.
(b) NCAER was suggested to study taxation at various levels of production to get a better understanding of the transport sector. In addition, NCAER was advised to consider the AITD study on impact of taxation on trucking industry.

After discussion, the Committee approved the outline of the study as presented by Dr. Rajesh Chadha.
2. Presentation by Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas


The representatives of Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas made a presentation on the demand-supply and transportation trends of crude oil and petroleum products, existing network of pipelines in the country and tentative projections on the pipeline network capacity in the next two decades (Annex 3). It was stated that pipelines were the most preferred transportation mode for petroleum products but the industry was facing land acquisition and ROU encroachment as major barriers to efficient development of pipeline infrastructure. The following observations were made by the Members of the Committee:

(a) Various modes of transport should be quantitatively compared in detail on the basis of the costs of transporting petroleum- including operating costs, energy costs, pollution, congestion, handling losses and land-use. 
(b) The pipeline network in the country should be studied on a country-wide network basis and suggestions should be made on how to ensure laying of an efficient network in the future coordinated by a central agency instead of multiple companies/organizations.

(c) The Chairman desired that all projections made by the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas be considered by the Working Group on Integrated Strategy for Bulk Transport of Energy and Related Commodities.
3. Working Group on Integrated Strategy for Bulk Transport of Energy and Related Commodities in India

The draft Terms of Reference and Composition of the proposed Working Group on Integrated Strategy for Bulk Transport of Energy and Related Commodities in India were shared with the Committee members. The Secretariat would circulate the the O.M. on the constitution of the Working Group after incorporating changes suggested, to all members. The members were requested to give their comments and suggestions if any, by April 01, 2011. Thereafter, the Secretariat would finalize and issue the O.M. constituting the group. 
4. Other items

The Chairman informed the Committee of the work progress of the Secretariat on following issues:
(a) World Bank assistance: Consultations with World Bank are in progress and deliverables of World Bank would be clarified soon. All Working Groups would then be put in touch with the World Bank for further assistance on their respective reports. 
(b) Macroeconomic model: The model is in advanced stages of development and will be shared with the Committee members soon.
(c) Study on regulatory authority: Shri Rajat Kathuria is being asked to prepare a report on ‘Need for transport regulatory authority’.

(d) Study on lifecycle costs of transport modes: Discussions are in progress with TERI on proposed study lifecycle emission costs of various modes of transport. Some members reiterated that the study should focus mainly on providing empirical estimates of life-cycle costs of running units for the Committee’s consideration.
(e) Public consultations: Some members suggested that once the Working Groups submit their reports, the reports should be uploaded on the Committee Website for public view and public opinion should be sought on the same through national workshops. The Chairman opined that the Committee would give more thought to this issue once the reports are submitted by the Working Groups and reviewed by the Committee.

The following decisions were made:

(i) The Chairman would meet the Working Group Chairmen to discuss the progress of their Working Groups and decide the schedule for their presentations to the Committee.
(ii) The Working Groups would present their work in the subsequent Committee meetings.

5. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 
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